








National Environmental Coalition on Invasive Species 
Center for Invasive Species Prevention  National Wildlife Federation  The Wildlife Society  

American Bird Conservancy 
www.necis.net 

 
2 June 2017 

 

Administrator Scott Pruitt 

USEPA William Jefferson Clinton Building 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 

Washington, DC 20004 

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

 

The above-listed member organizations of the National Environmental Coalition on Invasive Species 

(NECIS) are writing to you today to urge the EPA to immediately suspend or cancel the registration of 

Kaput® Feral Hog Bait. 
 

As NECIS member organizations, we are focused on promoting scientifically sound policies that prevent 

the introduction and spread of invasive species in the United States. Our organizations recognize that feral 

hogs are a nuisance invasive species throughout much of the US and require collaborative and aggressive 

approaches to management. However, the fast-tracked registration of Kaput® Feral Hog Bait by the 

previous Administration has resulted in continued concern being raised over whether the impacts of this 

pesticide to non-target wildlife and public health were properly evaluated. 

 

As stated in a May 5 letter sent to the EPA by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, native 

wildlife can be exposed to Kaput® via multiple pathways and can result in lethal or sub-lethal impacts. 

The required use of 8-10 pound feeder lids as stated on EPA-approved label instructions will likely not 

deter non-target carnivores such as black bears from directly consuming bait. The label instructions also 

require spilled bait around feeders be removed from the area only every one to four days, placing a broad 

array of wildlife populations at risk for exposure. 

 

Label instructions additionally state that all effectively targeted feral hogs need to be properly disposed of 

after death. However, it can take up to two weeks for death to occur in feral hogs after bait consumption, 

allowing for a wide dispersal of deceased poisoned hogs. Scavenging wildlife could then consume lethal 

or sub-lethal doses of Kaput® from carcasses that are not detected or properly disposed of by Kaput® 

users. 

 

This wildlife issue can quickly transform into a human health concern if game species that consume sub-

lethal doses are then harvested by hunters. It can also be a problem in feral hog populations that are 

utilized as a human meat source. According to the Kaput® Products website, the dye within the bait that 

turns feral hog fatty tissue blue does not take effect until 24 hours after consumption. This provides a 

window in which a hunter may harvest a poisoned hog prior to the hog’s tissues being stained. 

 

The potential wildlife and human health impacts of Kaput® Feral Hog Bait stress the need to gather more 

information in order to properly reevaluate this pesticide. We echo the request of the Association of Fish 

and Wildlife Agencies to “suspend or cancel the registration of this product until such a time that formal 

consultation can be completed with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the United States 

Department of Agriculture, and the Food and Drug Administration.” 

 

Thank you for your consideration of the above request. The undersigned NECIS member organizations 

stand ready to work with you to address the critical challenges associated with invasive species 

management. 

http://www.necis.net/
http://www.necis.net/
http://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/AFWA-Letter-to-EPA-Kaput-Feral-Hog-Bait-3-1.pdf


 

Sincerely, 

 

Center for Invasive Species Prevention 

Peter T. Jenkins, President 

301-500-4383, jenkinsbiopolicy@gmail.com 

 

National Wildlife Federation   

Bruce A. Stein, PhD, Associate Vice President, Conservation Science & Climate Adaptation 

202-797-6602, steinb@nwf.org 

 

The Wildlife Society 

Bruce Thompson, PhD, CWB®, President 

301-897-9770, cmurphy@wildlife.org 

 

American Bird Conservancy 

Grant Sizemore, Director of Invasive Species Programs 

202-888-7480, gsizemore@abcbirds.org 

 

 

CC:  Rick Keigwin, Jr., Acting Director, EPA Office of Pesticide Programs 

 Venus Eagle, Acting Chief, Invertebrate-Vertebrate Branch 3, Registration Division of EPA

 Office of Pesticide Programs 

 Jim Kurth, Acting Director, USFWS 

 Kevin Shea, Administrator, USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

 Stephen Ostroff, M.D., Deputy Commissioner for Foods and Veterinary Medicine, Food and 

 Drug Administration 

 







OUTHEASTERN 

Alvin A. Taylor, President 
Southeastern Association ofFish and Wildlife Agencies 
c/o South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
803-734-4007 
Email: taylora@dnr.sc .gov 
http ://www.seafwa.org 

April 24, 2017 

Venus Eagle, Acting Chief 
Unites States Environmental Protection Agency 
Invertebrate-Vertebrate Branch 3, Registration Division 
Office of Pesticide Program 
Registration Division (750P) 
12 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Ms. Eagle: 

This letter is in response to the Notice of Pesticide Registration (EPA Reg . No. 72500-26) for 
Kaput® Feral Hog Bait (Kaput®). The Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(SEAFWA) is the professional association that serves as the collective voice of state fish and 
wildlife agencies, which possess the constitutional and/or statutory authority and responsibility for 
the conservation of fish and wildlife species within their borders, within the southeastern United 
States. SEAFWA member states include: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. 

SEAFWA recognizes the environmental and economic damage feral hogs inflict upon natural 
habitats, wildlife, and agricultural producers. Accordingly, SEAFWA strongly supports efforts to 
control feral hog populations, in order to reduce the damage feral hogs cause to wildlife, the 
environment and agricultural producers, and minimize public health risks. However, we have 
serious concerns regarding the environmental, public safety, and registration process of the 
Kaput® Feral Hog pesticide product. SEAFWA believes the use of this pesticide across the 

mailto:taylora@dnr.sc
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landscape could potentially cause adverse effects on our wildlife resources and the health of 
citizens who may consume certain species. As such, SEAFWA requests that the EPA suspend or 
cancel this registration until such time that formal consultation can be completed with the USFWS 
and the Food and Drug Administration, and further information is available to address the 
remaining uncertainties concerning the potential detrimental effects of this toxicant. 

Within SEAFWA, the use of this product according to label instructions represents a new risk to 
threatened, endangered or at-risk species. For example, the Louisiana black bear (Black Bear) is 
being managed under a Post-Delisting Monitoring Plan (Plan) approved by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) prior to delisting this species in 2016. The purpose of the plan is to 
ensure management of the population of the Black Bear continues to sustain recovery status within 
its historic home range. The Plan requires the identification of any new or increasing threats that 
could undermine the continued existence of the Black Bear. Bear experts indicate that bears are 
susceptible to direct and secondary toxicity from this product when used according to label 
instructions, which could lead to the death of an undetermined number of bears. This product 
represents a new threat to the persistence of the Louisiana black bear. The Florida panther is 
another endangered species that is highly susceptible to warfarin toxicity, especially through the 
consumption of prey or scavenging of carcasses (e.g., feral hogs) . Therefore, Kaput® represents 
an increased mortality risk to the Florida Panther population and is a serious concern. 

Additionally, SEAFWA has concerns regarding primary intoxication of small rodents and game 
species as well as secondary intoxication of predatory and scavenging species such as migratory 
birds (e.g., vultures and raptors including bald eagles) , black bears and other mammals such as 
bobcat, coyote, fox, opossum, raccoon and skunk. Very little information pertinent to research 
regarding exposure and toxicity to other wildlife has been put forth in regards to this product. 

There also may be concerns related to public health through the human consumption of wildlife 
exposed to this pesticide. The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), 
identifies "human dietary risk from residues that result from a use of a pesticide in or on any food 
inconsistent with the standard under section 408 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act" as 
an "unreasonable adverse effects on the environment." As a result of consuming the expected 
spillage, the toxicant (i.e., warfarin) may occur in species that are directly consumed as food by 
the public . Animals exposed to Kaput® as per label instructions may take days to die - a situation 
that enables them to roam miles away from the bait site before being captured or harvested by 
hunters . Across the Southeast, feral hogs are captured alive and sold to slaughter facilities for 
resale to restaurants, in addition to being hunted and consumed across the Southeast. Additionally, 
these species are highly attracted to com (the recommended bait under the product label), 
susceptible to exposure to toxicant and commonly consumed by the public in the Southeast: 
raccoons, white-tailed deer, turkeys and black bears . Many of these species are donated to non­
profit organizations that distribute wild game meat for consumption or are donated to friends and 
families of the hunters who harvested the game species . The short and long-term effects of the bait 
on human health are unknown. 
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Finally , SEAFWA has concerns regarding the process for registration ofthis product. The USFWS 
procedural review was not conducted; however, due to the significant changes to approved dosages 
and locations now approved for usage, a USFWS procedural review is warranted and should have 
been conducted. This review would have helped address concerns regarding potential impacts to 
human safety and non-target wildlife species. In the registration process for Kapur" , the USFWS 
was not consulted and no biological opinion was provided during and after the registration process 
for Kaput". 

The Endangered Species Act states that as part of the consultation process for pesticide products 
the "USFWS, along with EPA, NOAA-Fisheries, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is 
committed to providing product registrants, product users , and other interested parties 
opportunities for involvement. The agencies will provide notifications regarding how such 
involvement will be sought as the consultations unfold. " However, interested parties, including 
state wildlife agencies, were not afforded opportunities for involvement. 

We hope you find this input valuable and that EPA reconsiders the registration of Kaput® Feral 
Hog Bait. 

Respectful Iy, 

eft G 11~ 
Alvin A. Taylor 

cc:	 Ji Templeton, President, Southern Association of the State Departments of Agriculture 
Ron Regan , Executive Director, Association ofFish & Wildlife Agencies 
John Bowers , Chairman, SEAFWA Wildlife Resources Committee 
Curtis Hopkins, Executive Secretary, Southeastern Assoc. of Fish & Wildlife Agencies 










